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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to study and analyze the uses of conflict shown in the anthology of
short stories “Klang Phung Phae Lang Hak (Amidst a Herd of Broken-backed Goats) ” by Ummisalam Umar.
The analysis is of three short stories: “Phu Tong Songsai (Eyes of a Child)”, “Klang Phung Phae” and
“Kai Lud Khok” and analyzed based on the concepts of Conflict as a concept in research. The results of
the study showed three uses of conflict in the selected short stories, namely 1) The conflict within the
human mind 2) the conflict between human and human and 3) the conflict between human and social

rules. These conflicts of “three feathers” are related to the remote, isolated country in which they take
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place. For instance, an individual whose belief differs from former customs or is contrary to social rules is
automatically considered an outcast or a culprit. Even though the three short stories mentioned above are
dissimilar in terms of contexts, the conflicts illustrated in the three short stories share certain features
related to the remoteness of Melayu Society. All the conflicts reflect human problems. The short stories
examine the real value of life and how humans can be disentangled from a conflict caused by a

temporary problem.

Keywords: Conflict, short stories
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