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Abstract

This action research conducted by the community cooperation aims at 1) to study
the use of the dialect (Melayu) of the population in Nakhian community, Muang District,
Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, and 2) to build the community process in order to find out

the way to preserve, support, and promote Melayu dialect sustainability.

The result of the study shows that Melayu dialect still has been used to
communicate by more than a half of population in Nakhian community, while some group
of the people there still use Southern Thai dialect as a tool for their communication. The
study also reveals that Melayu dialect will be used only during the people informal
communication like greeting or talking at a local coffee shop while Southern Thai dialect will
be regularly used for Friday sermon (Khutbah), teaching morality on every Tuesday as well
as teaching at religious (fardu-in) schools. Those particular situations cause Melayu dialect

reduces its importance.

In case of the community process in order to find out the way to preserve, support,
and promote Melayu dialect sustainability, the study finds that the community leaders, the
elderly people, and the religious leader (Imam) have the same agreement and they suggest
that it has to first develop the youths who use Melayu dialect to be confident in using the
language in conveying the religious knowledge to the community. In order to develop the
youths, it should be started from giving sermon on Friday and spread to other kinds of
religious activities. In the near future, every religious activity need to be done by Melayu
dialect as for presenting the language identity of Nakhian community, Muang District, Nakhon

Si Thammarat Province.

Key words: the dialect (Melayu), preservation, restore, the youths, data collective tools, the

community leaders, venerable person, Nakhian community, Jawi alphabet.
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